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City takes on the fe.

Officials say law on churches ‘hijacks’ zoning bc

By RUSS OLIVO Zoning Board of Review of its authority ’commerclal property. Citing RLUIPA, “the goals ‘and purposes
Stafl Writer to control how and where religious the city’s Law Department opted to settle on:lmance had been “frs.
groups use land and buildings for church- the suits, allowing the Harvest

WOONSOCKET - Has the federal es.and other religious ventures, - Community Church and the First X “The effect ot‘the au
government hijacked the zoning board? ‘Signed into law in September 2000, © . Pentecostal Church of Christ to estabhsh exempt religious u{sﬂt}lt
When it comes to churches — yes, say  the Religious Land Use and - ' . - churches against the wishes of the - f “.ally apphc‘able zomnk a
members of the City Council. Institutionalized | Persons Act (RLUlPA) Zoning Board of Review. lations, mclu‘ding « pad
The board passed a resolution recently ' was at the heart of twa recent-Jawsuits - <=~ On Oct. 21, the council unanimously -~ setback requirements, u:

asking Congress for relief from a two- that had been filed against the city by +passed a resolution petitioning Congress . TrAAne

year-old law it says has robbed the churches seekmg to reaceupy. vacant ¥ m modxfy or repeal” RLUIPA, saying et ‘\SeeZON




